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Why Play?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The video is a great example of the importance of play and the benefits it has on children’s development. 



Let’s Play Begins

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now we know why children need to play.  How can libraries incorporate more play into their services.Here’s where the Let’s Play story begins. It all starts like many things do from a great idea!My predecessors Anna Chenowith and Heather Nelson wanted to create a program to get children ready for school through play experiences.  They wanted to give children and their caregivers opportunities to enhance their skills through play.In order to do this, they would need financial support.  Applying for a LSTA grant was the route they chose.



The Grant/How it got put together

Grant Proposal by 
Anna Chenoweth & 
Heather Nelsen

Project Title: Get 
Ready for School with 
PLAY 
*Anna Chenoweth and Heather Nelsen, Mesa 
Public Library. 2019

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Project Title: Get Ready for School with PLAY Category: Informal Education Expands services for learning and access to information by 1. providing space for children and parents to explore play and engage in school readiness activities inside the library, 2. Providing resources for parents to use at home after attending library programs, 3. Bringing play and educational resources about play and school readiness out into the community Targets lower-income individuals, families with limited access to early learning resources, and families who may not be able to visit the library Intent: Improve users’ general knowledge and skills or Improve users’ formal education Requested Funds: $21,705.94 The funds would be used to purchase all the materials needed to build themed kits for check out, items for outreach that would compliment the theme of the kits, and large play items for the program series and to be used in the Children’s Library for regular use. The grant was awarded, and they began purchasing the materials they needed to create the program. The themes were chosen, and the materials were purchased and organized.  Everything was getting ready to go.Until…. Covid. The program came to a halt.  Both Librarians had left the system to pursue other opportunities. The materials were beautifully organized just waiting to get used. 



What Now?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When I came on in May of 2021.  Heather had already moved on to another career opportunity and Anna left soon after I arrived.  I wanted to honor the idea and their hard work, but I knew it was going to be a little different than what they had in mind, but the idea would still be honored. It was a lot of materials and I wanted to get them out to play. The kits were all organized by 12 themes; intended for the enhancement of their school readiness skills.   Outreach would be taken out of the equation, but we could still do the play program.  But first, I needed to run the program idea by leadership. Leadership had a few questions about it….How would the materials be used?How would they be available for check out?How would patrons learn about the kits?First thing I started was getting the kits ready for check out. Then creating a play program utilizing all the materials to introduce the kits to the community. 



Cataloging Playkits

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are twelve themes and 12 kits per theme. The decision was made to create a record for each kit for check out with the following criteria…..They would only be available for check out and check in at the Main branch where they are housed. This would mean they are not holdable to transport to the other branches.Each item in the kit would need to be priced and itemized for the record. A materials list would need to be included in the kit for patrons and staff to see if something went missing.Each kit was given a barcode and MPS was written on each item in the kit.  This would help with item loss and mixing of home toys. 



Cataloging Playkits

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I gathered all the kits and began to create an itemized record for each one.  The Item record would need to have everything listed in the kit, cost of each item and a description of how the kit is checked out and returned. The collection development manager created the record based on the information I provided. 



What’s Inside A Playkit

Construction kit

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Each kit has play materials, a book, play idea cards made by Anna, and the materials list. Everything is marked with the MPS logo.  The kits were organized in alphabetical order with tags so they would be easy to find when they were requested for check out. 



Play Materials for programming

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I organized the large tubs of materials so I could find them when setting up the play program.   Each theme had materials for in house use and outreach.  We were not doing outreach events at the time. I decided the best way to honor the grant and get it out to the community was to create the play program series and bring the playkits to outreach events when they resumed.  I wanted to be intentional with the materials and create a play program that would benefit the families in our community. I wanted to make the best out of all these imaginative play materials. 



The Importance of Imaginative Play!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Be imaginative! The play kits and materials are a great way to create a play experience families could enjoy together.  I wanted to honor the grant but also wanted to create a play experience that would be meaningful to our community. 



Creating a play 
space!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We had this great new space and I thought it would be great to fill it with all the large materials.The best way to use each item was to create interest areas. In the same way a preschool classroom is organized. Dramatic play, blocks, art, manipulatives, and literacy.  I would set the room up the same way each time.  I would add or take away items that would compliment the play kit theme. The play materials for the program are not exact to the materials in the play kit.  The intention of the playkits is to play at home.  Some of the kits would have too many small parts for families to keep track of.  The play materials for the program are a demonstration of what the kits have but with a little flair. The program is ready.I would do two programs a month for six months. The program was set to begin February 5th 2022 at 10-11am every other Saturday for six months. The idea was to introduce each play kit theme with the corresponding play kit. 



Interest Areas

House Area Grocery Store Blocks



Interest Areas

Arts and Crafts Light Table Manipulatives



Interest Areas

Dramatic Play – Theme 
Materials

Train Table



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is what the room looks like when I set it all up. This was construction before we had more children come in. The room has a projector, so I use it to create some ambiance to the room.  The screen has a construction site going on with real construction sounds.  It is turned down low for a subtle background noise.  The key to a play space is not to overfill it with interest areas.  You want allow movement around the room. It looks like we could add more but it gets pretty crowded once everyone comes in it can get pretty crowded. Children are naturals at play, and they use the materials in new and surprising ways.  The materials and the set up are for children from ages 2–5-year-olds.  I removed anything that was not age appropriate.  If you are in doubt of a material, you can look it up to see the age group it was made for. The program is for caregivers and their children. It is not a drop off program. I let parents know what the program is for and to introduce the kits. A lot of times they sit on the perimeter and watch but most parents come in and play with their children. 



Construction Site

Child putting his tools in 
his tool belt. 

Building Blocks that look 
like real cinder blocks 
are a hit!

The magnetic tiles are 
very popular! These three 
made a great tower!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Building was the common theme to this program.  The construction theme has toolboxes, belts, tools, and hats.  It is one of the most popular of the theme kits.  The children take the toolboxes all over the room and fix their buildings. They build many different structures during this program. When putting out materials think if the rule of four, The key to providing enough materials for everyone without overwhelming the space is to provide four of everything.  It is the magic number in the early childhood education world.  It is based on children in the classroom but has worked well in a larger space with more children.  It is also a good measure not to overwhelm the space with too many materials.  Children can become overwhelmed with a lot of things and the area can become cluttered very quickly.  It takes away from a meaningful play experience. 



Camping

Tents

Fishing pools 
w/magnetic fish

Plastic Bugs w/nets

Play smores and 
food w/fire 

Toy lanterns w/ 
real light

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Camping is one of my favorites because it has an open ended feel. The children do many different things with the materials.  They enjoy pretending they are camping but they add their own spin on their camping experience. They sit in some tents, pretend to cook food, and go fishing. I keep the blocks, kitchen and grocery store.  I added the lawn chairs for a reading area. The children would take the books in the tents and pretend they were a TV. They would shine the lanterns onto the pages.  They would also cook all their food in the kitchen and take it into the tents.  They used the play fire and put it in the oven.  The fish and insects would get combined in the water 



Veterinarian 
Office

Stuffed Animals

Animal Carrier

Grooming 
equipment

Veterinarian tools

Paper for 
prescriptions

Stickers

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Veterinarian Office is also very popular.  There are a lot of puppies and kitties to play with.  I use four of the carrier kits for the children to use.  This theme matches the play kit.  I also use the community helper toys.  They are wooden with cars buses and toy garages.  I also keep the large Legos, kitchen, and grocery store out during this program.  I vary the art activity, but I always provide scissors, markers, and crayons.  The most popular art activity is painting.  The children love to paint! 



Doctors Office

Baby Dolls & Doctors 
Kits with a variety of 
medical toys

Medical Carts for the 
patient

Blocks & Train Table 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The doctor play kit is also very popular.  One of the favorite items for this experience is the babies.  



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let’s Play has been a very successful program.  It’s been so successful I have continued to run the program well after the six months.  I get a lot of repeat families but also new families coming in to join in the fun. I have a regular attendance of 30-50 people.  Now what 



What’s Next

Busy Boards Play Clothes Sensory Play

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What’s next or the Let’s Play program.  I would like to add more play clothes to the different themes.  It would definitely add to the pla experience.  I also want to add a busy board to the toddler area of the library.  But if that doesn’t go over, I would like to have one for the program.  They have some that don’t need a wall mount.  They are more of a table.  I would also like to add a sensory experience.  What is in the table makes a lot of difference of how children utilize the table.  I find corn meal, small amounts of rice, and water make great scoop and pour play.  The muffin tins are a great way to add a sorting experience.  These are all great examples of adding materials to the play program.



New Playkit Ideas

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Going forward I would like to add companion kits to the preschool classroom book kits that we offer.  I created book bundles based on the themes preschool teachers use in their classroom.  They come from the Creative Curriculum a science-based program offered in many preschool programs around the country. 



Let’s Play
Questions?

Jeanene DeFine
Jeanene.define@mesaaz.gov

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
That is the end of the Let’s Play story.  Please contact me if you have any questions or just want to talk about your ideas.  I have added links to Creative Curriculum if you are interested in what it is and has to offer.  Thank you for joining me for my story on the Let’s Play program.https://teachingstrategies.com/product/the-creative-curriculum-for-preschool/Stuff-brary https://mesa.na.iiivega.com/search/card?id=6b9e46b8-1228-11ed-a485-4f1aa740d92c&entityType=Concept&showcase=resources&identifier=6b9e46b8-1228-11ed-a485-4f1aa740d92c

mailto:Jeanene.define@mesaaz.gov
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